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March 8, 2020
For Immediate Release:
 
 
To the Virginia Tech community:	
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We, the Asian American Student Union at Virginia Tech, as an umbrella organization representing twelve organizations, write this letter to address COVID-19 concerns in regard to anti-Asian bigotry and xenophobia. The outbreak of COVID-19 has led to increasing anxiety and fear towards people of Asian descent solely on the basis that the virus originated from Wuhan, China. We have witnessed deplorable acts of targeted microaggressions and, in severe cases, violence towards Asians and Asian Americans. COVID-19 is a serious global health threat that should not divide but unite us to fight back against it. 
 
Now is the time to use our collective voices to stand up for those who are impacted by COVID-19 and spread awareness to combat the misled stigma and misguided hatred toward the Asian and Asian American communities. The virus is not biased and does not discriminate based on race or color and spreading false perceptions will not protect any of us from it. We also offer our support to those affected and for their families who are faced with challenging circumstances. 
 
There has been a lot of misinformation surrounding COVID-19, leading to media-driven hysteria. It is important to stay educated and follow reliable news sources such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, or the World Health Organization. Students, staff, and faculty members at Virginia Tech can find updates and additional resources on Virginia Tech’s website regarding COVID-19.
 
The Asian American Student Union, in collaboration with Asian American Coalition and the Asian Cultural Engagement Center, will be hosting an event called: 

“Mask On/Mask Off Series: APIDAs, The Yellow Peril, and the Coronavirus.” 
Event details:
·       Date: March 30th 
·       Time: 5:30PM to 7PM 
·       Location: Asian Cultural Engagement Center (Squires Student Center, Room 140)
·       Please contact Dr. Nina Ha at nha@vt.edu for any questions or accommodations
The purpose of this event is to raise awareness about the virus, address perceptions toward students, faculty, and staff of Asian descent, and affirm the University’s commitment to the Principles of Community. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

If you or anyone else is experiencing discrimination or bias, please contact the Dean of Students Office to report a bias-related incident.
 

In Peace and Solidarity,
 
The Asian American Student Union Executive Board
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